DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
JACKSONVILLE DISTRICT CORPS OF ENGINEERS
ANTILLES OFFICE
400 FERNANDEZ JUNCOS AVENUE
SAN JUAN, PUERTO RICO 00901-3289

REPLY TO
ATTENTION OF

Antilles Regulatory Section May 8, 2009

PUBLIC NOTICE

Permit Application No. SAJ-2009-993(IP-CGR)

TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN: This District has received an application for a
Department of the Army (DA) permit pursuant to Section 404 of the Clean Water Act (33
U.S.C. §1344) and Section 10 of the Rivers and Harbors Act of 1899 (33 U.S.C. §403)
as described below:

APPLICANT: Ms. Carlyle Bryan
Bryan's Marine Service, LLC
RRI Box 10448
Kingshill, VI 00851-0000

WATERWAY & LOCATION: The proposed project is located at Gallows Bay,
Christiansted, St. Croix, US Virgin islands.

Directions to the site are as foliows: SAB Hospital Street at Christiansted.

LATITUDE & LONGITUDE: Latitude 17°44’46.68" North
Longitude 64°42°3.24” West

PROJECT PURPOSE:

Basic: Private boat ramp.
Overall: To launch and pull-out boats which are stored on applicant's property.

PROPOSED WORK: The applicant proposes to place a 36 feet long by 15 feet wide
pre-fabricated concrete boat ramp in waters of the United States.

Avoidance and Minimization [nformation: The applicant has provided the following
information in support of efforts to avoid and/or minimize impacts to the aquatic
environment:

The applicant stated that the existing grassy area of the onshore area will remain and
will not be disturbed by the proposed project. In addition, due to the placement of pre-
fabricated concrete slabs no adverse environmental impacts are expected.




Compensatory Mitigation: The applicant has provided the following explanation why
compensatory mitigation should not be required: The impacts on waters would be
minimal due to the placement of a pre-fabricated concrete slab and steel reinforcement
anchor pins.

EXISTING CONDITIONS: Based on the Environmental Sensitivity Index Map, the
shoreline at the project site is sheltered and has solid man-made structures. In addition,
the applicant described the marine bottom where the pre-fabricated boat ramp will be
placed as a mixture of coarse sand, rocks and small cobble stone. The applicant also
states that the area has very little sea grass and does not appear to have corals.

ENDANGERED SPECIES: The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers has determined this
proposal would have no effect on any listed threatened or endangered species or
designated critical habitat.

ESSENTIAL FISH HABITAT (EFH): This notice initiates consultation with the National
Marine Fisheries Service on EFH as required by the Magnuson-Stevens Fishery
Conservation and Management Act 1996. The proposed project would impact sandy
and rocky sea bottom, which may be utilized by various life stages of some of the 17
selected managed species. Based on the available information, the Corps initial
determination is that the proposed action would not have a substantial adverse impact
on EFH or Federally managed fisheries in the Caribbean Sea. Qur final determination
relative to project impacts and the need for mitigation measures is subject to review by
and coordination with the National Marine Fisheries Service.

Historic and Cultural Resources: The ESI Maps do not indicate, and the Corps is not
aware, that any archaeological/historical sites are located at the project site. In
consideration of the information available, including its location, nature, scope and
magnitude, the Corps determines that the proposed project would not affect historic
properties within the area of potential effect pursuant to Appendix C, 7.b to 33 CFR 325,
and in accordance with 36 CFR 800.4(d)(1).

NOTE: This public notice is being issued based on information furnished by the
applicant. This information has not been verified or evaluated to ensure compliance
with laws and regulation governing the regulatory program.

AUTHORIZATION FROM OTHER AGENCIES: A Water Quality Certificate and a
Coastal Zone Management Plan Consistency Certification for this project may be
required from the U.S. Virgin Islands Department of Planning and Natural Resources.

Comments regarding the application should be submitted in writing to the District
Engineer at the above address within 21 days from the date of this notice.




if you have any questions concerning this application, you may contact Miss Carmen G.
Roman at the letterhead address, by electronic mail at
carmen.g.roman@usace.army.mil, by fax at 787-729-6908, or by telephone at 787-729-

6905,

T he decision whether to issue or deny this permit application will be based on the
information received from this public notice and the evaluation of the probable impact to
the aquatic environment. This is based on an analysis of the applicant's avoidance and
minimization efforts for the project, as well as the compensatory mitigation proposed, if
applicable.




IMPACT ON NATURAL RESOURCES: Prediminary review of this appiication indicates that an
Environmental impact Statement will not be required.  Coordination with US Fish and Wildlifa Service,
Environmental Protection Agency {EPA), the Nalional Marine Fisheries Services, and other Federal,
State. and iocal agencies , environmental groups, and concerned cilizens generally yiekds pertinent
environmental information that i instrumental in getermining the impact the proposed action will have on
the natural rescurces of the area. By means of this notice, we are soliciting comments on the potential
affacts of the project on threatened or endangered spacies or their habilat,

EVALUATION: Thre decision whelher to issue a parmit will be based on an evaluation of the probable
impacls including cumulative impacts of the proposed activity on the public interest. That decision will
reflect the naticnal concern for both protection and utilization of impartant resources. The benefils, which
reasonably may be expectad to acerue from the proposal, must be balanced against its reasonably
foreseeable delnments. Al factors which may be relevant to the proposal wilt he considerad including
cumutative impacts hereof among these are conservalion, economics, esthetics, general environmentat
concerns, wellands, historical properfies, fish and witdiife values, fload hazards, floodplain values, land
use, navigation, shoreline erosion and accretion, recreation, water supply and conservation, water quality,
enargy needs, safely, food and fiber production, mineral needs, considerations of property ownership,
and in general, the needs and walfarg of the people. Evaluation of the impact of the activity on the public
interest wil also nciude application of the guidelines promulgated by the EPA Administrator, under
authority of Section 404(b} of the Clean Water Act, and by the criteria established under authority of
Section 102(a} of the Maring, Protection, Research, and Sanctuarias Act of 1972 A permit wilt be
granted unfess s issuance is found lo be contrary o the public inlerest.

The Regulatary Section of the US Army Coms of Engineers (Corps) Antilles Office is soliciting comments from
the public; Federal, State, and local agencies and officials; Indian Tribes; and cther interested parties in order to

. Consider and evaluate the impacts of Ihis proposed activity.. Any comments received will be considered By e

Corps of Engnesrs (o delermine whether to lssue, modify, condition, or deny a permit for this proposal. To
make or deny this decision, comments are used lo assess impacts on endangered species, hisloric properties,
water quality, general environmantal effects, and the other public interest factors fisted above. Comments are
used in the preparation of an Environmental Assessment and/or an Environmental impact Statement pursuant
to the National Enviranmental Pelicy Act, and in the daveiopment of & Statement of Findings. Comments are
also used to determine the need for a public hearing and to deterniine the overall public interest of the proposed

activity.
COASTAL ZONE MANAGEMENT CONSISTENCY: In Puerto Rice, a Coastal Zone Management

Consistency Concurrence s required from the Puerto Rico Pianning Board. In the Virgin Islands, the
Cepartmant of Planning and Natural Resources permit constitutes compliance with approved Coastal

Zone Management Plan,

REQUEST FOR PUBLIC HEARING: Any perscn may reguest g public hearing. The request must be
submitted in writing to the District Engineer within the designated comment period of the notice and must
state the specific reasons for requesting the pubiic haaring.

David S, Hobbis
Regutatory Divisian
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Renee M. D'Adamo, A.LA.

Architect
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